COSTA CRUISES SEES 15% RISE IN MIDDLE EAST PASSENGERS
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GULF RISE: Rustico forecast the 2010/11 winter season would see passenger movement numbers in Dubai rise by seven percent (Getty Images - for illustrative purposes only)

Italy’s Costa Cruises saw a fifteen percent year-on-year increase in passengers into the Middle East in 2010, an executive from the operator told Arabian Business on Tuesday.

“The increase into the Middle East region [in 2010] is 15 percent,” said Dario Rustico, vice president of sales and marketing, Costa Cruises.

Rustico forecast the 2010/11 winter season would see passenger movement numbers in Dubai rise by seven percent to around 150,000, with a total of 31 port calls.

In Abu Dhabi, the company expects a fifteen percent rise in passenger to around 75,000 and 30 port calls, Rustico said.

Costa Cruises is Europe’s no. 1 cruise company. For over 60 years its ships have plied the seas of the world, offering the best in Italian style, hospitality and cuisine and providing dream holidays with the utmost in terms of fun and relaxation.  Its fleet has a total of 14 ships, all flying the Italian flag, each with her own distinctive characteristics and unique style; together each year, they offer the chance to visit some 250 separate destinations in the Mediterranean, Northern Europe, the Baltic Sea, the Caribbean, South America, the United Arab Emirates, the Far East and the Indian Ocean.  Two more new ships have been ordered from Fincantieri and will be delivered by 2012. 

Costa Cruises has been certified by RINA (Italian Shipping Register) with the BEST4, an integrated system of voluntary certification of corporate compliance with the highest standards governing social accountability (SA 8000, issued in 2001), environment (UNI EN ISO 14001, 2004), safety (OHSAS 18001, 2007) and quality (UNI EN ISO 9001, 2008).  Costa Cruises has been an official partner of WWF Italia for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea since 2005.  All the ships in the Costa fleet have been assigned RINA’s Green Star notation certifying that they are operated in compliance with the highest environmental protection standards.  In the “Global Reputation Pulse” 2009 international study, Costa Cruises is in 1st place among Italian “service industry” companies; Pulse scores are a measure of the corporate reputation (in terms of trust, esteem etc.) of the 600 largest enterprises located in 32 countries worldwide.   
With revenues of approximately 2.6 billion euros and 1.82 million total Guests in 2009, Costa Crociere S.p.A. is the largest Italian travel group and comprises the brands Costa Cruises, AIDA Cruises and Iberocruceros.  The Group counts today 25 operating ships and 5 new orders; in the 2013, based on the current size of the fleet, the number of fleet units will reach the  30 ships, with capacity for more than 74,000 total Guests. The Group is one of Italy's top 10 most profitable companies  and 49th in terms of turnover in Mediobanca’s 2010 survey of over 3,700 Italian enterprises that recorded revenue of at least 50 million euros the previous fiscal year.  Costa Crociere S.p.A. is a member of Carnival Corporation & plc (NYSE/LSE: CCL; NYSE: CUK), the world’s largest cruise operator.
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